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Ananda inquired of Buddha what ceremonies were to
be performed on his mortal remains after his demise.
" Ananda/' replied Buddha, " do not be much concerned
about what shall remain of me after my Neibban, but be
rather earnest to practise the works that lead to perfec-
tion. Be not over solicitous concerning the affairs of this
life, where the principle of change is ever entire; put on
those inward dispositions which will enable you to reach
the undisturbed rest of Neibban. There are many among
the princes, rich men and pounhas who are well disposed
towards me, and who will gladly perform all the usual
ceremonies on my remains." " They will," replied Ananda,
" no doubt come to me, and ask advice as to the most
suitable mode of arranging everything in a becoming
manner." i; Ananda/' answered Buddha, t:here are the
funeral ceremonies performed after the death of a Tsekia-
waday king. When such a monarch is dead, they wrap
his body with a new fine cloth of Katbicarite, surround it
with a thick layer of the whitest cotton, wrap it again
with a second cloth of the same country, place over it
another layer of cotton, and repeat the same process five
hundred times. The body, thus prepai*ed, is deposited in
an open coffin, gilt outside, and rubbed inside with fra-
grant oil. Another coffin, also gilt, is turned over it as a
covering. The pile is made of sandal and other odorifer-
ous woods; flowers, perfumes, and scented water are pro-
fusely spread over it. The coffin having been placed on
the pile, fire is set to it. Similar ceremonies shall be per-
formed on my body after my death. On the spot where
four roads meet, a dzedi is to be erected. Whoever shall
come to that place and make offerings of flags, umbrellas,
flowers, and perfumes, shall thereby perform an act of
religion, and give a token of his respect and affection
for ray person.11 He shall gain many merits; among

11 It is curious to investigate the to Gaudama, to his relics, to his sta-
origin and the real nature of the vvor- tues, as well as to monuments erected
ship and honour paid by Buddhists for enshrining and sheltering those